
Creative Brief 
Design new font for Google Play Books
March 1,  2014

CONTACT

Google Inc.
1600 Amphitheatre Parkway
Mountain View, CA 94043

Addy Lee Beavers 
addyb@google.com 
678-595-8150

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Create original serif typeface family designed for reading books on screens. Screens may be mobile 
phones,  tablets, or computer monitors. 

4 styles in typeface family:
1. Regular
2. Bold 
3. Italic
4. Bold Italic

Character sets:
1. Latin character sets
2. Greek and Cyrillic

OBJECTIVES

● Provide an outstanding reading experience with a typeface specially designed for continuous 
reading for e-books on high resolution devices of different screen sizes.

● Establish a distinct visual identity for Play Books from other e-readers or e-book apps.
● Should be a compliment to Roboto
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TARGET AUDIENCES

Audience description
● People who read e-books on mobile devices such as smartphones or tablets. They read 

mostly fiction, business & finance, and history & biography. 
● They often change devices, reading on phones during the day when they are more mobile and 

have short moments of time (smaller screens, more frequent, short duration, daytime) and 
switching to tablets when they have more time (bigger screens, long duration, evening). 

Demographics
● Those most likely to read e-books include those with college or graduate degrees, those who 

live in households earning more than $75,000, and those whose ages fall between 30 and 49.
● 21% women are more likely to buy e-books than men 

Key issues
Device / Screen size

● Readers’ desire for density of content vs readability of content on small screens
Environment

● Glare 
● Reading at night

LICENSE & USAGE

● Design credited to original type designers
● Ownership transferred to Google
● Open source under OFL after 18 months 

SCHEDULE 

Target completion date 
July 31, 2014
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CHARACTERISTIC  CONSIDERATIONS

Although we are looking for stylistic distinction from other  e-reading apps, the critical role of the 
font is to provide the best book reading experience on high resolution screens of different sizes. 

Right weight
● Not too thin or too spindly

Stroke contrast
● Tune for optical reading size 
● Lower in stroke contrast
● Larger x-height

Style
● Should not call too much attention to itself. Hardworking but not flamboyant
● Should have moments of elegance and sparkle
● Modern revival of a classic type (ex: Iowan)
● Old world / familiar but fresh
● Distinct from competitors
● Modern but still dignified, not silly

Rhythm 
● Regular rhythm

CHARACTERISTIC RANGES

Style (Lower case / Used for continuous reading)

Playful     <----------------|------>  Staid

Style (Upper case/Italic/ bigger font for headings, titles,  chapters)

Playful     <-------|--------------->  Staid

Rhythm 
Regular  <-------|--------------->  Old style 
(modern)                                                (O is wider than A)

 
Stroke contrast 
Low        <-------|--------------->  High

Weight
Light      <-------|--------------->  Heavy

FONT EXAMPLES
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1.  Abril 
      - Modern newspaper type
      - Playful uppercase
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.type-together.com%2FAbril&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHE9Czf2rFKJkc5reNDZgWFqxhe3g


Font examples (continued)

2.  Harriet 
      - Modern newspaper type
      - Playful uppercase
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fokaytype.com%2Fharriet%2Fseries&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFPnndjWHBb8XzQIEeTgytjodKRvQ


Font examples (continued)

3.  Guardian Egyptian 
      - Modern newspaper type
      - Calligraphic, broad nib but still modern
      - Newspaper-like but fresh
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fcommercialtype.com%2Ftypefaces%2Fguardian%2Fegyptian_headline&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNESJuBSKJnXxdjbnHdAGSB4ZPsr0w


Font examples (continued)

4.  Merriweather might  be a candidate for reinterpreting or modifying 
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https://www.google.com/fonts/specimen/Merriweather


Font examples (continued)

5.  Bitter has good stroke contrast but lacks sparkle 
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https://www.google.com/fonts/specimen/Bitter


Font examples (continued)

6.  Caecilia  has good reduced stroke contrast but serif too even  (Kindle’s default font)
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fonts.com%2Ffont%2Flinotype%2Fpmn-caecilia&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFeco7Ugh5ajoUKO2RfUAbaX1fmJQ


E-READING APPS - DEFAULT FONTS

Google Play Books  (Droid Serif)
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E-Reading apps - Default fonts  (continued)

Kindle (Caecilia)
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E-Reading apps - Default fonts  (continued)

iBooks (Iowan)
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E-Reading apps - Default fonts  (continued)

Nook
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E-Reading apps - Default fonts  (continued)

Kobo
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E-Reading apps - Default fonts  (continued)

Readmill
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